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Module Aims:  
 
To develop analytical design and critical evaluation of the design process in general practice 
and its relationship to garden design in particular. 
 
To encourage and enable students to consider design as a problem solving exercise in relation 
to a client brief, using interpretative skills in prioritising client and site requirements.   
 
To critically analyse the notion of design as a synthesis of function and human activity, as a 
basis for the production of successful design solutions. 



 
To create an awareness of three-dimensional space in terms of atmosphere, scale and 
proportion and to encourage informed design criticism.   
 
To encourage students to investigate, justify and analyse their individual design philosophy 
and the work of fellow students. 
 

 

 
Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the end of this module, students will be able to .. 
 

1. Create coherent, challenging and skilful three dimensional designs for gardens of 
varying scales and produce imaginative, practical design concepts whilst developing 
and applying critical analysis throughout of the design process. 

 
2. Interpret a client brief and consolidate the key issues contained within a client request 

by prioritising and evaluating, accommodating the functional and decorative 
requirements required within a given site. 

 
3. Analyse, understand and work with the character of any given site in terms of 

landscape, architectural and environmental synthesised with client requirements. 
 

4. Identify and selectively apply design research sources or case studies in support of as 
design solutions. 

 

 
 
Assessment:  
Course work supported by 2 written assignments.   
Students are formatively assessed by critique, with feedback in the form of tutorial.  At the end 
of each assignment task, students present their work verbally to tutors and to each other.  
Group discussion and constructive criticism is encouraged and tutors provide an initial 
overview of performance before producing in depth written guidance as feedback and feed-
forward. 
 
Students are required to produce two written assignments.  The first relates to a design 
proposal supported by a three dimensional model.  They will be required to explore the 
development of their design from two into three dimensions, taking particular note of the spatial 
qualities of their proposal.  They will also be required to evaluate the success of their design 
as a whole and to reflect upon the most effective way in which their ideas might be 
communicated to stakeholders.    
The second assignment relates to the final design in which students are required to describe 
and identify their design concepts, thinking and rationale.  They are required to analyse their 
approach in depth, to challenge pre-conceptions and to produce evidence of dynamic and 
original thought. 
 
Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration 
(if exam) 

Word count 
(or 
equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 1,2,3 Course work 70%   

2 4 Written Assignment 30%  2000 



 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 

The design for gardens module is introduced with a series of formal lectures covering the 
principles of design as they relate to garden design.  Students are encouraged to respond 
actively in lectures in order to increase and develop their analytical skills.  They are encouraged 
to explore the themes and ideas raised through this teaching.  There are strong links between 
the subject matter delivered in lecture form and the studio session and projects to which the 
lectures relate.  Essential points are revisited in the studio teaching, in which students are able 
to examine the theory in respect of their own endeavours. 
 
As the module proceeds, the tasks become more rigorous and detailed.  Students are 
encouraged to research the context of their sites, investigating the historical background, the 
qualities of the site and its location, the needs of the client and the successful integration of 
functional requirements.  
 
All tasks are supported by intensive studio teaching sessions.  In addition, interim critiques 
inform student progress through tutorial.  Here students are encouraged to discuss the 
rationale behind their design approach and to describe their underlying concepts.  All design 
proposals are presented verbally in a group critique, enabling students to discuss, analyse and 
constructively assess their own work and that of their peers. 

 

 

 
Syllabus outline: 
 
The range of design projects presented to students at module launch will expand and challenge 
student awareness of the design process and its application to different sites, environments 
and circumstances.   
 
Students are required to support, justify and defend their design solutions verbally in studio 
and critique sessions with design development material as illustration, showing how they 
achieve their goals.   
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